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The Dodge City Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) would like to welcome you to
Dodge City, the Wickedest Little City in the West! Chosen as 2021 #5 TRUE WESTERN
TOWN in the United States by True West Magazine! Dodge City has also been selected
as #6 BEST HISTORIC SMALL TOWN by USA Today for 2019 and 2018!
The CVB staff has prepared this Group Tour Guide to make your job as a tour planner a
little bit easier. This manual offers detailed information on a variety of attractions, hotels,
restaurants, and activities in the Dodge City area for your tour groups. Because we
know there is no substitute for personal attention, our CVB offers a professional staff to
guide you with all phases of tour planning. We want to ensure an enjoyable visit to the
Dodge City area.
We provide a wide variety of marketing tools, as well as services to assist you in the
planning of your group tour. Videos, brochures, postcards, wooden nickels, and marshal
badges are available to help publicize the area to potential visitors. In addition to
providing individual attention in full itinerary planning, we also offer assistance in
booking accommodations, tour guides, meals, or anything else you might require.
Once you have arrived in Dodge City, you’ll want to stop at the Visitor Information
Center, located at 400 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd. for more information, brochures, and a rest
stop before seeing all of our Old West attractions. For the latest news about Dodge City,
visit our website at www.visitdodgecity.org.

(For the latest information about Dodge City, visit our website at www.visitdodgecity.org.)
1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Contact Information
Robin Bailey
Tourism Coordinator
Dodge City Convention & Visitors Bureau
400 West Wyatt Earp Blvd, PO Box 1474
Dodge City, KS 67801
620-225-8194 or 1-800-653-9378
robinb@dodgecity.org or meetings@dodgecity.org
www.visitdodgecity.org

Upon request, the Dodge City Convention and Visitors
Bureau will provide additional information regarding
suitable accommodations depending on the nature of
individual groups specific needs, but makes no
representation concerning the quality or nature of
accommodations or services offered. It is recommended for
a pre-meeting and or an on-site visitation when possible.
Participating facilities have provided the following accommodation information. The
CVB makes no representation as to the accuracy of such information. Services reflected
in the following details are subject to change. The CVB suggests organizers confirm
arrangements in writing.
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Time Zone: Dodge City is in the Central Time Zone.
Major Highways: US Highway 50, US Highway 56, US Highway 283, US Highway 400
Weather: One thing we’re proud of in Southwest Kansas is our dry, sunny climate. We average 256
days with sunshine, perfect for outdoor recreation and visiting attractions!
Average Monthly Temperatures:
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Visitor Information Center: While in Dodge City, your group will want to take a break at our
Visitor Information Center, located at 400 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd. Our knowledgeable staff can answer any
of their questions about Dodge City. Public restrooms are available for a pit-stop while on tour.
Accommodations: The Dodge City area has a variety of accommodations waiting for you. Each facility
strives to provide visitors a unique and individual experience during their stay. Lodging ranges from
full-service properties to budget accommodations. Come and spend the night in Dodge City for a truly
memorable experience.
Shopping: Dodge City offers visitors a variety of shopping. The Village Square Mall, Gibson’s
Shopping Center, Comanche Plaza Shopping Center, and our Downtown Dodge area all have a variety
of different shops to satisfy everyone’s needs. You won’t want to “get out of Dodge” without a pair of
cowboy boots or a new cowboy hat - we have several western wear shops for you to visit before you hit
the trail!
Dining: If you love good food, you’ll find the possibilities endless here in the heartland of America.
Dodge City is beef country, and you can discover some of the best steaks in the country right here. From
fine dining to down-home cooking, the area offers cuisine for all palates. Expect great food at affordable
prices from our restaurants. For a complete list of restaurants in our area, contact the Visitor
Information Center for more information.
Kansas law prohibits anyone younger than 21 years of age from purchasing, serving or consuming alcoholic beverages.
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Long gone are the days of travel by covered wagon, stagecoach, or buckboard. Situated on the
intersection of four major highways (US HWY 283, US HWY 400, US HWY 56, and US HWY 50), access
into Dodge City is convenient for any traveler.
Once arriving into Dodge City, the city has taxi service, public transportation, and TESLA charging
stations. The CVB can also provide transportation in style with our Historic Trolley shuttle service.
Dodge City Regional Airport (DDC): Dodge City Regional Airport (DDC) offers daily Jet service to
Denver International Airport (DEN) with "SkyWest Airlines" Find more information about this service
and to book your tickets go to united.com
AMTRAK: Daily service is available on the Southwest Chief. Local: 620-225-8258, 1-800-USA-RAIL, or
visit www.amtrak.com. Tickets cannot be purchased at the station but can be purchased online or
through a travel agent. The Dodge City AMTRAK station operates with community volunteers. The
train station opens one hour before the train’s scheduled arrival. The volunteers will remain in the
station until the train departs.
Eastbound to Chicago arrives at 12:27 AM, departs at 12:34 AM
Westbound to Los Angeles arrives at 5:25 AM, departs at 5:30 AM

Car Rental:
Lewis Toyota: 620-225-2210
Hertz Rent-a-Car (Dodge City Regional Airport): 620-225-4001
Taxi Service: (list subject to change)
Stagecoach Taxi
Quality Cab
General Taxi
Taxi Cab Leo’s
Taxi Ontiberos
Guerrero Taxi

United Taxi
Alfa Taxi
UBER / LYFT

Public Transportation: General Public Transportation is available upon a fixed route
Dodge City Historical Trolley: The 26-passenger Dodge City Historic Trolley is available for rental to
your group. Operated by the CVB, the Historic Trolley can help with shuttling your group for afterhours entertainment. Contact the CVB for rate information.
Convention & Visitors Bureau
400 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
Dodge City, KS 67801
(620) 225-8186
800-OLD-WEST (653-9378)
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The Dodge City Convention & Visitors Bureau is your key to planning a successful tour of Southwest
Kansas. We offer a variety of services and an enthusiastic and qualified staff to assist with your
planning. Whether you plan to stay with us overnight, stop for lunch, or are only on a one-hour passthrough visit, we’ll help you put together a Dodge City itinerary that is certain to surprise, as well as
impress your groups!
Brochures: Dodge City CVB can provide you with a variety of publications to help you with your tour
planning. These are available to you in quantity to use for your promotional purposes.
Promotional Videos and Presentations: We can offer you an eight-minute promotional video of our
city to show off and help sell your tour to Dodge City. The video shows some local attractions as well as
some of the hotels and special events that are held in Dodge City annually. The video is excellent to use
on the bus to show the highlights of Dodge City to your Tour Group.
Welcome Packets: Each member of your tour group will receive a Dodge City welcome packet upon
arrival in Dodge City. Welcome packets usually consist of Dodge City information, a wooden nickel, a
Dodge City marshal badge, and more. We can customize welcome packets to fit your individual needs.
Step-on Guides: We can offer step-on guide service (fees do apply) to provide a history lesson for your
group on your motor coach. The step-on guides are also available on the Dodge City trolley if requested.
Tours vary depending on your interest and can consist of local historical sites along the Santa Fe Trail,
Fort Dodge, and Dodge City cattle industry.
Personal Planning Assistance: Our Tourism Coordinator will work directly with you to put together
a fantastic tour of Dodge City, including our attractions, accommodations, and restaurants. We provide
a variety of alternatives based on your specifications and follow-up with printed materials and
brochures.
Behind the Scenes and Hands-On Tours: If you are a group of adventurers, don’t fear, we have
plenty to keep you busy. Dodge City has special behind-the-scenes and hands-on tours that are designed
only for groups. You can watch as homemade tortillas are made, rolled out, and cooked. Don’t forget to
take some home to sample.

Call us for more information!

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org

page 7

Cowboys with six-shooters strapped to their hips, dancehall girls in brightly colored fashions, a picture
from the Old West? As travelers from all over the world discover each, this picture still exists in Dodge
City, Kansas.
Dodge City, portrayed in movies and television programs, is a real city that continues to be a popular
tourist attraction for visitors traveling through the Midwest. Tourists visit Boot Hill Museum, see live
gunfights and variety shows in the Long Branch Saloon, try their luck at Boot Hill Casino & Resort, take
walking tours of Old Fort Dodge, stroll along the Santa Fe Trail, ride the Dodge City Historic Trolley,
and tour the Mueller-Schmidt House - Home of Stone...but that’s not all!
Boot Hill Museum and Historic Front Street: Old Dodge City (Boot Hill Museum and Historic
Front Street) is an accredited western town history museum located on the original site of Boot Hill
Cemetery in downtown Dodge City. The Museum interprets life in the 19th century through audio-visual
programs, townsfolk in period costume, exhibits, a reconstruction of Dodge City in 1867, and living
history demonstrations. Exhibits in Boot Hill Museum include an extensive old west gun collection, Boot
Hill Cemetery, Plains Indians exhibit, Fort Dodge Jail, a one-room school, and the 1878 Hardesty House,
general store, cigar store, dry goods store, barber shop, two saloons, drug store and doctor’s office,
hardware store and saddlery, gunsmith, printing office, railroad depot and blacksmith.
Established in 1947, Boot Hill Museum has over 60,000 objects, photographs, and documents. The
Museum has obtained these over its lifetime from donations and a limited number of purchases. Most of
the items date from Dodge City's early days in the 1870s through the 1920s, and most belonged to the
original residents of Dodge City. Many pieces were acquired by Boot Hill Museum from the Beeson
Museum when it closed in 1964. The Beeson family began collecting much of their collection in the late
19th century, starting with Chalkley, an owner of the original Long Branch Saloon. His sons, Merritt and
Otero, continued collecting and opened the Beeson Museum in the 1930s. Initially housed in the basement
of the family home in south Dodge, it was later moved a few blocks to South 2nd Ave. Both Beeson
Museum buildings no longer exist.
Entertainment at the museum is daily during the summer season. Special arrangements are available
during the off-season. Some of the summer activities include twice daily gunfights (high noon and 7:00
PM), the Long Branch Saloon Variety Show featuring Miss Kitty and the can-can dancers.
Season: Open year-round (except on Thanksgiving, Christmas day & New Year’s Day)
Group Rates: 20+ people required (please call for rates)
Time Required: 2 to 6 hours depending on the number of
activities chosen
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Contact: Christina Million
Address: 500 W Wyatt Earp Blvd, Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone: 620-227-8188
Website: www.boothill.org
1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Boot Hill Casino & Resort: Come and experience wild west gaming, designed with high style and
finish at Boot Hill Casino & Resort. With over 600 slot machines and exciting table games, including;
Blackjack, Craps, Poker, Roulette, and Ultimate Texas Hold’Em, the Casino offers quality fun at every
turn. Group Tours are accepted seven days a week.
Boot Hill Casino offers a Free Play Reward for group leaders who round-up a minimum 20 passengers
with minimum four-hour bus reservation. Passengers and bus drivers will enjoy free play and a food
voucher for Firesides or Cowboy Cafe. All incentives are subject to change; please contact the Boot Hill
Casino & Resort for more information. Adjacent to the casino is the Hampton Inn & Suites and United
Wireless Arena and Boot Hill Casino & Resort Conference Center.

Season: Open year-round
Group Incentives: 20+ people
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Contact: Carissa Roan
Address: 4000 West Comanche, Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone: 620-682-7734
Email: croan@boothillcasino.com
Website: www.boothillcasino.com
Boot Hill Distillery: Making its home in the former historic Municipal Building (city hall, police
department, fire department, jail, and more), Boot Hill Distillery is western Kansas’ first-ever craft
distillery. Tours of the Boot Hill Distillery are available as well as visits to the Tasting Room.
“Born from a barrel, Forged in the dust.”
Season: Year-round
Time Required: One hour
Handicap Accessible: No
Contact: Lee Griffith
Address: 501 W Spruce, Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone: 620-371-6309
Website: www.boothilldistillery.com

Fire Bell Park: Memorial to Dodge City & Ford County Firefighters,
Dodge City Fire Station #1
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Address: 201 Soule Street, Dodge City, KS 67801
Website: www.dodgecity.org

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Carnegie Center for the Arts: The Carnegie Center for the Arts stands as a noble tribute to art in
architecture. The local landmark with turn-of-the-century flair began as a community gift. It is one of the
1,679 public libraries constructed through the assistance of steel magnate, Andrew Carnegie.
Today, the two-story brick building continues a tradition of education and community service as a
gallery for traveling exhibits and local art. The Carnegie Center is on the National Register of Historic
Places.
Season: Year-round, Tuesday through Saturday
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Address: 701 Second, Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone: 620-225-6388
Website: www.facebook.com/DodgeCityArts/

Cattle Feedlot Overlook: A view of the cattle industry today – one of the most extensive
operations in southwest Kansas. Located 3 miles east of Dodge City on US Hwy 56.
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Address: 3 miles east of Dodge City on Hwy 283N / US-56 E

Coronado Cross: The Coronado Cross marks the spot where Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, a
Spanish explorer, is said to have crossed the Arkansas River (called the St. Peter & St. Paul River) in
search of the fabled “cities of gold” in 1541. Father Juan de Padilla held a mass of thanksgiving on the
nearby hills, the first Christian service held in the interior of the continent, predating the landing of the
Pilgrims almost 100 years.
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: No
Address: 6 miles east of Dodge City on US-400 E

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Cowboy Sculpture: Sculpture of Marshal Joe Sughrue is a tribute to the cowboys of the Old West
wearing a broad brim cowboy hat and holding a pistol in his hand.
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Address: 501 W Spruce, Dodge City, KS 67801

Depot Theater Company: The Depot Theater Company performs in the state-of-the-art theater in the
newly renovated Santa Fe Depot. The dinner theater productions feature a wide range of comedy, drama,
and musicals and are very popular with locals and regional visitors. With advanced notice, the Depot
Theater will work to accommodate dietary restrictions.
Season: October through April (Friday thru Sunday shows)
Group Rates: Reservations are required
Time required: 2-3 hours
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Contact: John Stuff
Address: 201 E Wyatt Earp Blvd, Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone: 620-225-1001
Website: www.depottheaterco.com

Doc Holliday Sculpture: A life-sized sculpture of John Henry “Doc” Holliday seated at a Long Branch
Saloon card table created by Janet Zoble of Topeka, Kansas.
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Contact: Dodge City Visitor Information Center
Phone: 620-225-8186
Address: 400 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd., Dodge City, KS 67801
Website: www.visitdodgecity.org

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Dodge City Brewing: A brewery with a tap room featuring our hand-crafted beers and brick-oven pizza,
located at the base of Boot Hill in historic downtown Dodge City.
Season: Year-round
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Phone: 620-371-3999
Address: 701 3rd Ave., Dodge City, KS 67801
Website: www.dodgecitybrewing.com

Dodge City Historic Trolley Tour: An Old West historical site tour is offered four times daily
beginning Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day. The hour-long tour includes historical sites in
Dodge City, narration linking our cattle industry history with today’s cattle industry in our area, and out
to Fort Dodge. The 24-passenger, air-conditioned, motorized trolley is also open for rentals to groups by
special request and can take guests to any destination you choose! The trolley is available for special group
tours with one-week advanced notice.
Season: Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day,
Off Season: Private rental is available with one-week
minimum notice
Group Rates: 10+ people
Time Required: One hour
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Contact: Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau
Phone: 620-225-8186
Website: www.visitdodgecity.org

Dodge City Raceway Park: Do you have a need for speed? Then the Dodge City Raceway Park is the
right place for you and your family each summer! This 3/8 mile dirt track hosts thousands of racing fans
each season and boasts an impressive racing schedule. Featured events include World of Outlaws, Driver
Appreciation Night, and Sprint Car Nationals. Visit America’s premier dirt track today!
Season: March thru October
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Phone: 620-225-3277
Address: 11322 110 Rd., Dodge City, KS 67801
Website: www.dodgecityraceway.com

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Dodge City Roundup Rodeo: Appropriately named, "The Greatest Show on Dirt," the Dodge City
Roundup PRCA Rodeo - a Wrangler Pro Tour Rodeo is one of the highlights of the entire Dodge City Days
Festival. Five nights of nonstop action, the Rodeo is the place to be! The traditions and western heritage
lives on under bright lights on prairie nights! Chosen by “TIME” Magazine as Kansas’ most Authentic
American Experience. Also chosen as a 2014 ABA Top 100 Event! Dodge City Roundup Rodeo has
recently been selected 2018s #1 Best North American Rodeo!
Season: Late July / early August
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Contact: Elaine Gall
Address: 608 S. 14th, Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone: (620) 225-2244 or 866-327-6336
Website: www.dodgecityroundup.org
Dodge City Trail of Fame: The Dodge City Trail of Fame, Inc. is a walking tour of the Old Dodge City
historic district. The trail is marked with sidewalk medallions and sculptures to commemorate the many
famous and infamous denizens of historic Dodge City. Additionally, notable movie and television stars
who have portrayed famous Dodge City citizens have dedicated medallions. Start your walking tour at
the Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau Information Center on Wyatt Earp Blvd. All along your
route, stop to read Story Boards, and admire Pole Art dictating the history of Dodge City through the
years. Pick up a Dodge City Historic Walking Tour guide at the
Dodge City Visitor Information Center.
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Contact: Dodge City Trail of Fame
Phone: 620-561-1925
Website: www.dodgecitytrailoffame.org

El Capitan Sculpture: A bronze sculpture by Jasper D’Ambrosi commemorates the 1875-1885 Texas
cattle drives to Dodge City. El Capitan represents longhorns who emerged as leaders and led many drives
up the dusty trail from Texas. Coronado’s Conquistadors introduced the longhorn, first cousin to the
Spanish fighting bull, to the New World during the 1500s.
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Address: 510 N. 2nd Street, Dodge City, KS 67801
Website: www.visitdodgecity.org
1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Fort Dodge and Kansas Veteran Cemetery: Five miles east of Dodge City is the site of Old Fort Dodge,
founded to help protect a long section of the Santa Fe Trail. It served as a supply post and base of
operation against the warring Indians from 1865 – 1882. In 1882, Fort Dodge was removed from service
and now serves as the Kansas State Soldiers’ Home. Several original buildings remain, including the
commanding officer’s quarters, enlisted men’s barracks, and the post hospital. Civilians and soldiers built
with native limestone quarried north of Dodge City. The military cemetery served both civilians and
soldiers. The saying was “the rich are buried at the fort, and the cowhands and unknown were buried on
Boot Hill or gone to hell.” Today the Fort is utilized as a retirement community and nursing facility for
retired Kansas veterans. A historic library and self-guided walking tour tell the fort's history to visitors.
Many of the original buildings are still in use.
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Phone: 620-227-2121
Address: Hwy 400, Fort Dodge, KS 67801
Website: www.visitdodgecity.org

“Gospel Hill” Churches: Gospel Hill was the site of early day Dodge City churches said to overlook the
debauchery occurring daily on Front Street. Sacred Heart Cathedral built in 1916 on the location of the
first Catholic Church (1882) is of Spanish Mission architectural style and houses a 26’ by 26’ altar mural,
stained glass windows, and is open for viewing. Built-in 1925 on the site of the original Presbyterian
Church (1880), the Presbyterian Church has distinctive architectural features, elaborate interior
woodwork, and excellent exterior stonework. Saint Cornelius Episcopal Church is the oldest church still
in use in Dodge City (built in 1898).
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Phone: 620-225-8186
Address: Presbyterian Church, 803 Central; Sacred Heart
Church, 905 Central; St. Cornelius Episcopal Church, 200 W.
Spruce
Website: www.visitdodgecity.org

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Gunfighters Wax Museum: Located in the same building as the Kansas Teacher’s Hall of Fame, the
Gunfighters Wax Museum houses life-sized wax figures of famous western personalities such as Wyatt
Earp, Bat Masterson, Doc Holliday, Belle Starr, Calamity Jane, Miss Kitty, Festus, Billy the Kid, and many
more.
Handicap Accessible: No
Phone: 620-225-7311
Address: 603 Fifth St. Dodge, KS 67801
Website: www.teachershallfamedodgecityks.org

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Windthorst, KS:

Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free, donations accepted
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Phone: 620-659-3470
Address: 10848 131 Spur Rd., Spearville, KS 67876
Website: www.windthorstheritage.org

Kansas Teacher’s Hall of Fame: Located in the same building as the Gunfighters Wax Museum, the
Kansas Teacher’s Hall of Fame is the first one of its kind in the United States. The Hall of Fame is
dedicated to the early and present day teachers who have devoted their lives to this wonderful profession.
Visitors can find photos and stories about Kansas' best and brightest teaching professionals. The Hall of
Fame Gallery displays pictures and stories of over 400 teachers named to the Hall of Fame.
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Phone: 620-225-7311
Address: 603 Fifth St. Dodge, KS 67801
Website: www.teachershallfamedodgecityks.org

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Liberty Garden:

Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Address: 71 N. 2nd Ave, Dodge City, KS 67801
Website: www.visitdodgecity.org

Long Branch Lagoon Waterpark: Over 27,000 square feet of surface area full of fun and exciting family
aquatic adventure awaits. Float along Cowboy Creek, the 720-foot lazy river, relax and feel the waves at
Wrangler Rapids wave pool. Rip down Doc’s Plunge, the boomerang slide that will take your breath
away, enjoy sprays, water cannons, dumping buckets and more at Fort Splash, the shallow water pool,
and play structure. Also, there’s more; a climbing wall, drop slides, diving towers, Olympic-sized lap
pool, water basketball, and the list goes on.
Season: Memorial Day thru Labor Day
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Phone: 620-225-8156
Address: 111 4th Ave., Dodge, KS 67801
Website: http://www.lblagoon.com

Longhorn Park: A small herd of longhorn cattle grazes on prairie grass in a 40-acre park located at the
Dodge City Municipal Airport entrance. Dedicated to the millions of wild Texas longhorns driven to
Dodge City during the 1870s and 1880s, the park setting includes corrals for the Longhorns and
commemorative signs relaying the history of the famous cattle drives.
Season: Year-round
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Phone: 620-225-8186
Address: Located 3 miles east on US 50/56 – Airport
Entrance, Dodge, KS 67801
Website: www.visitdodgecity.org

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Matt Dillon Sculpture: A stunning life-sized bronze sculpture standing 6’7” of iconic actor James
Arness (Gunsmoke character Matt Dillon) stands in front of the Visitor Information Center, created by
artist Tony Cipriano of Long Island, New York.
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Contact: Dodge City Visitor Information Center
Phone: 620-225-8186
Address: 400 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd., Dodge City, KS 67801
Website: www.visitdodgecity.org

Mueller-Schmidt House Museum – Home of Stone: Listed on the National Register of Historic Sites,
this three-story home was constructed with native stone and features the original furniture shipped to the
frontier in the 1880s by its builder John Mueller. Dedicated to the pioneer mothers who lived in Ford
County, Dodge City, and the surrounding territory, one room contains memorabilia and artifacts of that
era. Scarce lumber on the prairie in the 1800s led to homes built of stone.

Season: June thru August, off season by appointment
only
Group Rates: Free admission, donations appreciated
Guided tours: Yes
Time required: One hour
Handicap Accessible: No
Address: 112 E. Vine, Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone: 620-227-6791

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Santa Fe Depot and Sun Dials:
Tours, arranged before the visit, are
available of the historic Santa Fe Depot.

Season: Year-round
Group rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Contact: Depot Theatre
Phone: 620-225-1001
Address: 201 E. Wyatt Earp Blvd.,
Dodge City, KS 67801
Website: www.depottheater.com

Santa Fe Trail Ruts: The Santa Fe Trail served as the pioneer highway from 1821 to 1872 as a link from
the east to Santa Fe, New Mexico. The trail allowed traders to move goods across the country safely and
efficiently. Nine miles west of Dodge City you can see the most clearly defined rut trails, still visible after
almost 150 years. Nestled among the gently rolling hills of the Kansas plains, where the breeze moves the
grasses, and the peace of nature accompanies this enduring site of unique history.
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Address: 9 miles west of Dodge City on
US HWY 50/400
Phone: 620-227-8188

Southwest Kansas Veteran Memorial: The only veteran memorial that contains both armed forces and
Reservists. Located at Dodge City VFW Post #1714
Season: Year-round
Group Rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Address: 909 13th Ave., Dodge City, KS 67801
Phone: 620-225-7081

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Wright Park Zoo: Dodge City's history with zoo animals dates back to 1926 when the city acquired two
African lions to go with two North American black bears and raccoons that were already on display in
Wright Park. The animal's enclosures were scattered about the park until the middle of the 1980s when the
zoo took its current form, occupying approximately four acres in the southwest portion of the park. The
zoo currently is home to about 125 animals representing 30 or so species from almost every continent of
the earth and entertains 60,000 visitors a year. In October of 2010, the zoo gained accreditation with the
Zoological Association of America (ZAA).
Season: Year-round (except in inclement weather)
Group rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Address: 71 N. 2nd Ave, Dodge City, KS 67801
Website: www.dodgecity.org

Wyatt Earp Sculpture:

Season: Year-round
Group rates: Free
Handicap Accessible: Yes
Contact: Dodge City Visitor Information Center
Phone: 620-225-8186
Address: Central Ave and Wyatt Earp Blvd.,
Dodge City, KS 67801
Website: www.visitdodgecity.org

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org
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Cecil’s Trails End Hunting -- 620-227-7809
Coake Feed Yard -- 620-227-2673
Crust Buster/Speed King (Implement Manufacturer) -- 620-227-7106
Ford County Feed Yard -- 620-369-2252
Forget-Me-Not-Dairy Farm -- 620-855-2844

National Weather Service -- Weather Station Doppler Radar -- 620-227-6747
Rex Stanly Feed Yard -- 620-225-5518
Servi-Tech, Inc. (Agricultural Research) -- 620-227-7123
Winter Livestock Auction (Cattle auctions on Wednesday) -- 620-225-4129
Winter Feed Yard -- 620-225-4129
Ag-Related Events:
Dodge City Roundup Rodeo (1st week of August) -- www.dodgecityroundup.org
3i SHOW (March) -- www.3ishow.com
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Five words are said to have originated in Dodge City:

@STINKER: Applied to the smell of the buffalo hunter
@JOINT: Used as a name for saloons
@COOLER: Described the City’s first jail which was a well 15 feet deep in which drunks were lowered
to cool off and sober up

@STIFF: Applied to the dead bodies that had become rigid, substituting 'stiff' for 'corpse.'
@RED LIGHT DISTRICT: Came from railroaders leaving their lanterns in front of the brothels

@Dodge City lies on the 100

th

Meridian, a geographical line one hundred degrees of longitude west of

Greenwich.

@Five flags have flown over the area south of the Arkansas River that remained part of the Spanish
territory. (French, Spanish, Texas, Mexico, and the USA)

@The largest employer in Dodge City is Cargill, the largest beef processing facility in the world
@“Squirrel Tooth” Alice Chambers was buried on May 7, 1878, becoming the only woman buried on
Boot Hill

@The original Front Street burned down twice, in 1885 and 1886
@At peak capacity, more than 12,000 head of cattle are processed between Dodge City’s two packing
plants each day

@The cow to person ratio in Ford County is 6:1, that’s six cows to every person

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org

page 21

Bel-Air

Hampton Inn & Suites by Hilton

Silver Spur Vintage Inn & Suites

2000 E. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-227-7155
24 Rooms

4002 W. Comanche
620-225-0000
Wi-Fi, handicap accessible, deluxe
breakfast, indoor pool, fitness and
laundry facilities, pets welcome!

1510 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-227-2125
78 rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible,
continental breakfast, restaurant, pets
welcome!

Best Western North Edge Inn
404 W. Frontview
620-371-6441
Weekly & Nightly Rates
61 rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible, full
hot breakfast, outdoor pool, kitchenettes,
fitness and laundry facilities, full bar,
shuttle services, pets welcome!

Best Western PLUS Country Inn &
Suites
506 North 14th
620-225-7378
66 rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible,
full hot breakfast, indoor pool, fitness
and laundry facilities, full bar, shuttle
service, pets welcome!

Comfort Suites
2700 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-801-4545
64 rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible,
hot breakfast with omelet station,
indoor pool, fitness and laundry
facilities, nightly reception,
complimentary taxi service for guests,
no pets.

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
201 4th Ave.
620-225-1000
93 rooms, Wi-Fi, complimentary
breakfast, indoor pool, fitness and
laundry facilities, pets welcome!

Holiday Motel

2408 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-225-9900
95 rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible,
complimentary breakfast, indoor pool,
fitness and laundry facilities,
restaurant, pets welcome!

Executive Inn
2200 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-227-8146
32 rooms, Wi-Fi, continental breakfast,
laundry facility, pets welcome!

Thunderbird Motel

2100 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-227-2169
34 rooms, Wi-Fi, restaurant, pets
welcome!

La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham
2400 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-225-7373
77 rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible,
full hot breakfast, indoor pool, fitness
and laundry facilities, pets welcome!

Nendels Inn & Suites
2423 E. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-225-3000
60 rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible,
continental breakfast, pets welcome!

OYO Townhouse
Dodge House Hotel &
Convention Center

Super 8
1708 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-225-3924
63 rooms, outdoor pool, hot breakfast,
Wi-Fi, safes in every room63 rooms, Wi
-Fi, hot breakfast, outdoor pool, pets
welcome!

1610 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-225-0231
60 rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible,
indoor pool (seasonal), pets welcome!

Quality Inn
2000 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-338-8700
54 rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible,
deluxe breakfast, indoor pool, no pets.

2300 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-225-4143
35 rooms, Wi-Fi, breakfast, pets
welcome!

TownePlace Suites by Marriott
2800 W Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-371-7171
120 Rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible,
continental breakfast, outdoor pool and
grill area, full kitchens, fitness and
laundry facilities, pets welcome!

Windsor Inn & Suites
2320 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-227-5000
60 rooms, Wi-Fi, handicap accessible,
full hot breakfast, indoor pool, fitness
and laundry facilities, pets welcome

Wyatt Earp Hotel
1612 W Wyatt Earp
620-371-7226
20 rooms, Wi-Fi, laundry facility, pets
welcome!

Campgrounds
Dodge City KOA
620-371-7177

Regency Inn

Gunsmoke RV Park

2110 E. Wyatt Earp Blvd.
620-225-2654
32 rooms, Wi-Fi, continental breakfast,
restaurant, pets welcome!

620-227-8247

Riverside RV Park
620-225-8044

RV Blue Campground
620-255-8916
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Day 1 (late afternoon arrival)
4:00 PM—Go shopping at one of our western specialty shops.
Out West—Offer boots, western clothing, tack, and western decor.
Long’s—A wide selection of western clothing, hats, boots, belts and belt buckles.
5:00 PM—Load up and leave for Boot Hill Casino & Resort to try your luck at hitting it big on some of
the hottest slots in Kansas. Enjoy over 600 electronic gaming machines, 18 table games, two live
poker tables, a 150-seat casual dining restaurant known as Firesides at Boot Hill and Cowboy
Cafe for a light fare on-the-go.
*An Alternate Evening Itinerary
5:00 PM—After shopping, arrive at your hotel to freshen up.
6:00 PM— Enjoy cocktails, dinner, and a show at the state-of-the-art dinner theater (Depot Theater
Company, shows run Thursday thru Saturday), located in the restored, historic Santa Fe Depot
(which you will tour tomorrow)! The dinner theater productions feature a wide range of
comedy, drama, and musicals. Reservations are required, please call for show and ticket
information (620-225-1001)

DAY 2
8:30 AM to 10:30 AM—Guided historical tour including stops at the Home of Stone, historical
downtown Dodge, the cattle industry and Fort Dodge. Prices vary.
10:45 AM—Enjoy reflection and quiet time at Liberty Garden. Liberty Garden is a tribute to those who
lost their lives in the 9-11 tragedies.
11:15 AM—Just across the street from Liberty Garden, a stroll through the Wright Park Zoo is always
a treat. The zoo is currently home to 125 animals representing approximately 30 species of
animals from four continents of the earth. The City of Dodge City operates the Wright Park
Zoo, and it has free admission.
12:15 PM—Lunch at one of our fine dining establishments. At Casey’s Cowtown Club, you can enjoy a
great local meal surrounded by western art, décor, and collectibles. A collection of colorful
stained glass is on display throughout the restaurant and bar. Alternatively, you may choose
Central Station, located just east of the Depot in an old Freight House. They even have an old
dining car in the restaurant that you can eat in. The food is excellent, and they have special
pricing for groups. Other location dining options are available; please inquire with the CVB.
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DAY 2 - continued
1:30 PM—Tour the restored historic Santa Fe Depot. The Depot is home to the Depot Theater
Company and state-of-the-art theater equipment. This depot, built in 1897, once housed the
famous Harvey House Hotel and restaurant. Enjoy stories and history from people who helped
keep this historic building alive.
2:30 PM—Tour the Santa Fe Trail Ruts. Nine miles east of Dodge City you can see the most clearly
defined rut trails, still visible after almost 150 years. Nestled among the gently rolling hills of
the Kansas plains, where the breeze moves the grasses, and the peace of nature accompanies
this enduring site of unique history. Don't miss the opportunity to see this rare landmark.
4:30 PM—Enjoy the tour at the Boot Hill Museum starting at 4:30, followed by a show and dinner
complete with entertainment from Miss Kitty and her can-can dancers (available in the summer
months or by special arrangement). You can’t find cooking this good in any restaurant. Enjoy
home cooked food served buffet style, during the summer season, enjoy a gunfight reenactment, and stay to enjoy a show in the Long Branch Saloon.
*An Alternate Evening Itinerary
5:30 PM—Choose from one of our excellent hometown restaurants. For additional restaurant
information, please visit www.visitdodgecity.org, and select Eat and Sleep section for a
complete listing. Alternatively, hop back on the motorcoach and go to the Boot Hill Casino &
Resort.
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RURAL SOUTHWEST TOUR
8:30 AM—Depart for Big Basin Prairie Preserve/St. Jacobs Well located 35 miles south of Dodge City
on Hwy 283 (The terrain to get to St. Jacobs Well is rough but worth a look at the scenery). The
Preserve is 1,818 acres of native grass prairie, open to the public and home to St. Jacob’s Well
and a herd of bison. Within Big Basin is Little Basin, a circular depression approximately 280
yards in diameter and 35 feet deep. St. Jacob’s Well is a small, permanent pond about 84 feet in
diameter. A short hike from the parking area brings you to the well. The well has never been
known to have gone dry. The bison herd is usually visible from the various gravel roads or
viewpoints located in Big Basin. Drive slowly, stay on the gravel roads and do not approach the
bison on foot. Head back north to Minneola, and turn west at the intersection of Hwy 283 & Hwy 160
to arrive in Meade.
10:00 AM—Arrive in Meade. The Dalton Gang Hideout, formerly the home of Eva Dalton Whipple,
sister to the infamous Dalton Gang. Eva Dalton came to Meade in the mid-1880s and was
married to J.N. Whipple, a Meade merchant, in 1887. Whipple built the house which still stands
at the corner of Pearlette and Green Streets in Meade for his bride. Years after the couple left
Meade, a deep rain wash covered with timbers and earth was discovered; a tunnel from the
house to the barn built into the hillside below. Legend has it the tunnel was used by the gang to
come and go undetected by the law. Contact: Mark Fergerson PO Box 515 Meade, KS 678650515 (620) 873-2731 or (800) 354-2743 daltonhideout@yahoo.com
11:00 AM—Depart for Montezuma & Stauth Museum North on Hwy 23 to Hwy 56.
11:30 AM—Stop for a closer look at the Gray County Wind Farm (east of Montezuma on U.S. 56). Built
in 2001, it was the first wind farm in the state. Its 170 wind turbines, covering nearly 20 square
miles, are designed to gather energy from wind and convert it into electricity. Each tower is 207
feet high and weighs 147,000 pounds; each blade is 77 feet in length and weighs 3,300 pounds.
All in all, it’s a fantastic sight. For more information, see the kiosk at the outlook point just off
the highway.
Noon—Lunch at Brianna’s for good home cooking and amazing pie! Contact: 203 N Aztec St,
Montezuma, KS 67867 (620) 846-7231
1:00 PM—Tour Stauth Museum. Located in Montezuma, Kansas, the Stauth Memorial Museum
features the travel adventures of Claude and Donalda Stauth, long-time residents of Southwest
Kansas. Journey with Claude and "Donnie" as you stroll through the permanent exhibit
'Around the World.' Browse colorful displays of handicrafts and arts from every corner of the
earth. Experience famous sites and everyday places from around the world through video and
slide programs based on the Stauths' trips. Contact: Kim Legleiter 111 N. Aztec, PO Box 396
Montezuma, KS 67867-0396 (620) 846-2527 www.stauthmemorialmuseum.org.
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RURAL SOUTHWEST TOUR - continued
2:30 PM—Depart for Cimarron east of US Hwy 56 to Hwy 23 north.
2:45 PM—Tour Forget-Me-Not Farms. Located south of Cimarron, this dairy farm offers tours for all
ages. On your tour of Forget-Me-Not Farms, you will get to see everything from milking of the
cows on the carousel, to loading milk onto the trailers. You'll get a birds-eye view from our
viewing areas and finish everything off with some milk and ice cream sandwiches! To schedule
a tour, contact: Forget-Me-Not Farms at 620-855-2844, http://forgetme-not-farms.com/
4:00 PM—Stop for a look at Cimarron Crossing Park. South Main, just north of the Arkansas River
Bridge. In 1822 William Becknell, “father” of the Santa Fe Trail, first traveled what would
become the trail’s Dry Route, or the route heading straight south to the Cimarron River.
Although it was the most direct passage to Santa Fe, it was the most dangerous section of the
trail. In 1878 Cimarron was settled and named for the Dry Route’s destination. Located within
the Cimarron Crossing Park are historical markers and a map for the Santa Fe Trail.
4:15 PM—Take a break at Clark Pharmacy. U.S. 50 and Main. A pressed tin ceiling, a 1920’s soda
fountain, tile counter, and shiny spigots create an old-fashioned ambiance to this full-service
pharmacy. (620) 855-2242

4:45 PM—Depart for Dodge City. US 50 Highway east 18 miles
5:00 PM—Arrive at the hotel to freshen up
6:00 PM—Boot Hill Casino & Resort, Depot Theater Company, or Boot Hill Museum. Dinner and
gaming at the Boot Hill Casino & Resort, a dinner theater production at the Santa Fe Depot and
the Depot Theater Company, or dinner, gunfight, and show at the world famous Boot Hill
Museum.
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LIBERAL & GARDEN CITY TOUR
8:30 AM—Depart for Liberal- south Hwy 283 to Hwy 54 west to Liberal
10:00 AM—Arrive in Liberal and Tour Dorothy’s House & Land of Oz. Guided tours are available
through Dorothy's House and the Land of Oz with Dorothy herself. Dorothy's House is a
farmhouse built in 1907 and is set up to show how Dorothy from the "Wizard of Oz" would
have lived in the 1930s. The Land of Oz is 5,000 square feet of animated entertainment
including the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, the Cowardly Lion, and Toto. Dorothy takes the tour
through different scenes of the movies while telling her story. The tour ends in an Oz
Memorabilia room complete with the original model of Dorothy's House used in the 1939
filming of the movie.
11:00 AM—Tour Coronado Museum (located next to Dorothy’s House & Land of Oz). Located in the
historic two-story Larabee Home, the museum features a horse’s bit left from Coronado’s
expedition in 1541 while searching for the fabled “Seven Cities of Gold.” Collections tell the
story of the settlement of the territory.
11:30 AM—Lunch
12:30 PM—Tour Mid-America Air Museum. Located in the heart of America, the Mid-America Air
Museum boasts the fifth most extensive collection of military and civilian aircraft in the United
States. Liberal, once home to a major Beech Aircraft manufacturing facility and a B-24 Liberator
pilot training base during World War II, established the museum to help preserve a proud local
and national aviation heritage. It is a vision started by Colonel Tom Thomas, Jr., who has
donated his collection of over 50 planes to the museum. The museum houses one of the
country's finest hands-on aviation science exhibits hosts special events like air shows and an
aviation camp, presents guest speakers, and features aerospace education programs for
students in its 200-seat theater.
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LIBERAL & GARDEN CITY TOUR - continued
1:30 PM—Depart for Garden City north on Hwy 83
2:30 PM—Tour Finney County Museum. The museum features permanent and revolving exhibits,
community programs, educational tours, and extensive research facilities. The permanent
displays include Spirit of the Plains, C.J. "Buffalo" Jones: Last of the Plainsmen, Take Stock in
Finney County, and The Sugar Beet Factory. The museum grounds feature the Pleasant Valley
One-Room Schoolhouse c. 1890, and the Fulton House, the 1884 home of William D. and Luticia
Fulton, plus beautiful flower and herb gardens.
3:30 PM—Tour Lee Richardson Zoo. The Lee Richardson Zoo offers beautiful grounds and fascinating
creatures from all over the globe. Over 350 animals call Lee Richardson Zoo home within the 47
-acre grounds. The zoo is designed for fun, learning, and discovery and is accessible by foot, car
or bicycle. Pedestrians are free, while nonmember vehicles pay a $10 admission fee. The zoo
offers an excellent variety of species. Visit the Wild Asia exhibit, featuring Asian plants,
architecture, and animals like the Bactrian camel, siamang, red panda, and the beautiful but
powerful snow leopards. Don't miss the newly completed Kansas Waters Exhibit. The North
American River otters housed here will delight you with their energy and antics, swimming
and cavorting about the display.

*Alternate afternoon: Take a dip in the "Big" Pool –located at the entrance of Lee Richardson Zoo. The
'little' swimming hole was hand dug in 1922 and is about half a city block in size. It held 2.5
million gallons of water and was once known as the "World's Largest Concrete Municipal
Swimming Pool!" By the late 1990s, the pool was severely in need of a facelift. After gathering
input from a community pool committee, the City Commission prepared a master plan. As the
first eager swimmers hit the water of the Big Pool in 2006, they inaugurated the most significant
improvements to the Garden City landmark in its 84-year legacy. It had undergone its third
and most visible facelift during the late winter and early spring of 2006. Five slides were
incorporated with a plunge pool and a bulkhead that divides the pool into north and south
halves.
5:00 PM—Depart for Dodge City. US Highway 50 east.
6:00 PM—Arrive at the hotel to freshen up for dinner at Casey’s Cowtown or Central Station Bar and
Grill.
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Make us your first stop once you’ve gotten off the dusty trail. Our Visitor Information Center is a great
place to have a restroom break, pick up step-on guides, and give us a chance to say, “Howdy!”
We’re very easy to find! Located at the corner of 3rd Ave and Wyatt Earp Blvd, we are at the base of Boot
Hill and adjacent to the Boot Hill Museum and Historic Downtown Dodge City. We have brochures and
all kinds of literature for you to take home. Don’t forget to buy a few souvenir postcards. There’s plenty
of motor coach parking, so be sure to stop on by when you get to town.

Contact Us
Dodge City Convention and Visitors Bureau
400 W. Wyatt Earp Blvd
PO Box 1474
Dodge City, Kansas 67801
1-800-653-9378 or (620) 225-8186
Fax: (620) 225-8268
www.visitdodgecity.org

Robin Bailey
Tourism Coordinator
Dodge City Convention & Visitors Bureau
robinb@dodgecity.org
(620) 225-8191

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org

page 29

1-800-OLD-WEST | www.visitdodgecity.org

page 30

